The Night of The Great Pumpkin

By: DaNell J. Rasmussen


It was a brisk, cold, windy night in Boston. It wasn’t just any night, however. It was October 30th, Halloween Eve, and it was also the third game of the World Series, Boston Red Sox vs. New York Yankees.


At this time Cameron “Hollywood” Sheik, Mike “Penguin” Dunlins, and Dylan “Duck” Manta were being pushed and shoved down the sidewalk by Fenway Park. They were coming from the baseball game, and it was late at night. Duck’s dad, who was a former Red Sox player, had gotten them tickets to the nearly sold out game.


So, they were stuck on the walkway of Boston, which was jammed with people of all ages.  The roads were also packed with cars; all trying to escape the traffic jam.


The boys were headed to Penguin’s house, because it was the closest to Fenway, and because the boys were “having a sleepover” there. In the morning they were going to go home and then later that night they were going to rendezvous back at Penguins to go trick-or-treating and for other Halloween fun.


Duck looked at his watch and was astonished by the time. It was nearly midnight and that was their curfew. The tree friends pushed their way to the front of the crowd and broke free. They started racing toward 3rd Avenue and towards Penguin’s. They found 2nd blocked and had to take a detour around it and then still had to go two blocks to get to 3rd. 


There were 5 minutes left until midnight when the boys crept into Penguin’s and tried not to disturb anything.  What they didn’t know was that His parents were sitting in the lounge waiting for them. They were concerned about the lateness of the hour, until they boys explained about the jammed walks. They boys were sent to “bed”, or so the parents thought.


Tonight was the big party at Vanessa Pettigrew’s house. Penguin was secretly hoping that she would ask him to dance, since her theme was “Ladies’ Choice”.  The boys crept out the window and went the block and a half to her house.  Everyone they knew was there.  They met up with Derrick “D-Wheezy” White there and stood in their group waiting for dance partners. By the end of the hour Duck had been asked to dance by Amanda Peters, Hollywood had been asked to dance by Kris Meeks, and D-Wheezy was asked by Kate Baker. 


As Penguin sat there, he realized that he didn’t care if he had to ask, that he was going to.  He walked up to Vanessa and asked her if he could talk to her, but before he could say anything else she asked him to go outside with her.  They walked outside and talked for half an hour. The conversation was turning to trick-or-treating when Penguin leaned in and kissed Vanessa full on the lips. 


At the exact moment their lips touched a pumpkin shaped figure rose out of Vanessa’s pumpkin patch and flew over them. From that day on Vanessa and Penguin believed in the Great Pumpkin and all the magic he possesses. 

